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Parent Advocates
Parents who cannot afford

an attorney have the right to a
free Parent Advocate attorney

Parent Advocates are licensed attorneys who
specialize in assisting parents who are ac-
cused of abusing or neglecting their children.
This free legal service is limited to Juvenile
Court dependency and termination of paren-
tal rights proceedings.

Parent Advocates represent biological and
adoptive parents whose income is at or be-
low the poverty level. They do not represent
foster parents, grandparents or other fam-
ily members.

Eligibility & Intake
Parents must complete an intake

application to determine eligibility

Attorneys are assigned to cases only after in-
take is completed. The sooner an attorney is as-
signed to a case, the better the legal position of
the parent.

Intake must be completed at least one week be-
fore a court hearing. An exception is made for
emergency Shelter Hearings.

Legal Rights
Parents who are involved in Juvenile
Court dependency proceedings have
constitutionally-protected rights and

are entitled to the protection of the
American judicial system

These rights include the following:

Notification:
Parents have the right to be notified of all Juve-
nile Court hearings regarding their child.

Legal Counsel:
Parents have the right to be represented by an
attorney at all hearings. If a hearing takes place
before the parent has obtained an attorney, the
parent can ask the judge for a continuance and
the hearing can be rescheduled.

Privacy:
Parents have the right to confidentiality. Parents
should talk to an attorney before talking to CYF
or anyone else about their case.

Parents should talk to an attorney before sign-
ing any papers
allowing others
to see their
medical, mental
health, and drug
& alcohol treat-
ment records.

Parents should
talk to an attor-
ney before agreeing to un-
dergo a mental health or
drug & alcohol evaluation.

Intake Sites
PARENT ADVOCATE OFFICE:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9 a.m. – Noon
Tuesday, Thursday

1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY JUVENILE COURT:
Monday

8:30 a.m. – Noon
Wednesday, Friday

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY JAIL:
Monday

1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY CYF OFFICES:
MVRO & SRO

Tuesday 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
LIO

Wednesday 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
ERO & NRO

Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
CRO

Friday 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Call the Parent Advocate office for additional sites.

Parents can assist in their case by providing
vital information at the intake appointment

What to bring:
1. Proof of annual household income (DPW &

SSI printouts, pay-stubs, W-2 forms, child
support orders).

2. Paperwork from the case (CYF letters, court
orders, medical and school records, lease).

3. Names and phone numbers of witnesses
(doctors, therapists, probation officers,
school officials, in-home services providers).

Intake by mail:
Parents who cannot complete intake in person
due to confinement can have an application
sent to the facility where they reside.


